Plans to develop golf courses are still on
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No fewer than three Deerfield Beach golf courses are hoping to turn their grass into green. And if they get the permits they seek, it could irrevocably change the complexion of the city.

Golf courses that at one time remained private are now inviting the public to play, and some are hoping to build on the courses.

Deerfield Country Club is the latest applicant. The once-exclusive enclave first put up a sign inviting the public to play on its cloistered lawns. Then last month, the country club applied for a change in designation from open-space to industrial, allowing for development on the property.

Old Saybrook Golf Capital LLC, developers of Crystal Lake and Tam O'Shanter golf courses, is trying for a third time to get permission to build on the defunct Tam O'Shanter golf course. Six years ago, residents turned out in force to oppose plans for 300 homes on the course, and just last year, residents opposed a water-theme park.

Now Old Saybrook Golf Capital LLC is willing to trade 77 of the 97 total acres of the defunct Tam O'Shanter and Crystal Lake golf courses to the city. In exchange, they want permission for 500 multi-family units on the 20 remaining acres at Tam O'Shanter, according to Ralph Little, manager of both golf courses.

"It would be the largest single piece of land dedicated to parks and recreation in Deerfield Beach," said Jerry Ferguson, the city's planning and growth management director. 

The offer has appeal to a city so short of park and sports fields that athletic coordinator Blaise Leon just last month sent Little League baseball teams to play in a ball park in Pompano Beach.

"We have to limit programs and activities and [even then] there is no down time to maintain the high standard of the [grass on the] fields," he said.

The city is so fully developed that the strip of grass between Powerline Road and the landfill now is considered a park. And it is that critical shortage of recreational land that led the city to reject the 300-home project six years ago.

The lack of space also led the city to propose removing 170,000 truckloads of dirt to create a 98-acre water theme park with motor- and sailboats, fishing, water skiing and two lakes.

"It's the market that will tell us what to do," said Little. "Right now, there is no market. So we are taking the long view."

The public may get its first glimpse of the plans if the project meets its objective of Planning and Zoning Board review on April 1.

